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ENGLISH LANGUAGE PAST QUESTIONS 2018 WITH SOLUTIONS 

 

In the following sentence, there is an underlined word and 

one gap. From the list of words lettered A to D, choose the 

one that is most nearly opposite in meaning to the underlined 

word and that will at the same time, correctly fill the gap in 

the sentence.  

 

1. Binetou’s inquisitiveness is in sharp contrast with her sister’s  

 

A. indifference 

B. noisiness 

C. calmness 

D. dullness 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

 2.Though at first it appeared an insignificant idea, it turned out to 

be quite _________ 

 

A. outstanding 

B. successful 

C. remarkable 

D. interesting  

Correct Option: Answer is C 

 

3. After grasping the fundamental aspects of his job, Kwesi had to 

cope with more ________ procedures. 

A. advanced 

B. academic 
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C. subsidiary 

D. secondary 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

4. The youth prefer discussing contemporary issues to ______ 

ones.  

A. archaic 

B. uninteresting 

C. stale 

D. political 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

5. As erroneous as it might sound, the Headmaster’s assumption 

was quite _______ 

 

A. wise 

B. correct 

C. precise 

D. faulty 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

6. Halima likes to dwell on trivial, rather than _______ matters.  

A. strong 

B. popular 

C. weighty 

D. heavy 

Correct Option: Answer is D 

 

7. We all know that Bola is insolent whereas Ade is ________ 
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A. cowardly 

B. respectful 

C. humble 

D. modest 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

8. A few days after Musa’s _______, his sister longed for 

his departure 

 

A. coming 

B. entrance 

C. arrival 

D. welcome 

Correct Option: Answer is C 

 

9. Algebra seems complicated, but with practice it becomes 

________  

 

A. solved 

B. simple 

C. accessible 

D. achievable 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

10. Mrs. Agide is unassuming whereas her twin sister is ________  

 

A. cheerful 

B. boastful 
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C. loud 

D. rude 

  

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that best 

completes each of the following sentences.  

11. At Christmas, employees of the Sugar Factory receive huge 

________ 

A. benefits 

B. dividends 

C. bonuses 

D. salaries 

Correct Option: Answer is C 

 

12. The exposed milk in the container has turned _______ 

A. sour 

B. putrid 

C. mouldy 

D. stale 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

13. Not all activists champion ________ causes.  

A. worthy 

B. real 

C. concrete 

D. favourable 

Correct Option: Answer is A 
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14. The Mayor gave a glowing ________ at the funeral of the city’s 

only curator.  

A. citation 

B. statement 

C. tribute 

D. commendation 

Correct Option: Answer is C 

 

15. At the end of the _______. the National Anthem is played on 

our radio station. 

A. programming 

B. production 

C. transition 

D. transmission 

Correct Option: Answer is D 

 

16. The defence counsel was unable to convince the ______ of 

John’s innocence.  

A. plaintiff 

B. witness 

C. panel 

D. jury 

Correct Option: Answer is D 

 

17. Unfortunately, corruption is the _______ of most African 

countries.  

A. venom 

B. bane 
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C. disaster 

D. backbone 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

18. The _______ results proved that the patient had hepatitis. 

 

A. investigation 

B. diagnosis 

C. probe 

D. test 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

19. The new book has beautiful _______ which make it attractive. 

A. illustrations 

B. demonstrations 

C. illuminations 

D. compositions 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

20. Their marriage was finally _____ after years of hostility. 

A. cancelled 

B. annulled 

C. broken 

D. separated 

Correct Option: Answer is C 

 

After the following sentence, a list of possible interpretations 

is given. Choose the interpretation that is most appropriate 

for the sentence.  
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21. Can you imagine Oka behaving as if he has all the knowledge 

in the world? This means that Oka.  

A. does not really know anything 

B. knows so much more than we think 

C. is admired by everybody 

D. respects other people 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

22. Akin is too full of himself. This means that Akin 

A. Talks too much 

B. eats too much 

C. is too proud 

D. is quite annoying  

Correct Option: Answer is C 

 

23. She slogged her guts out for the examinations. This means 

that she 

A. failed the examination despite working hard for it 

B. passed the examination despite not working hard for it 

C. used unfair means to face the examination 

D. really worked very hard for the examination 

Correct Option: Answer is D 

 

24. I admire Modou: very few people can stomach all of Adaeze’s 

insults. This means that Modou  

A. tolerated Adaeze’s insults 

B. was a weakling 

C. had no answer to Adaeze’s insults 

D. did the right thing by remaining silent 
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Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

25. After months of battling with stroke, he is now a shadow of 

his former self. This means that he 

A. is now frail 

B. is vulnerable 

C. is hopeless 

D. has almost recovered 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

26. Kura, you can’t be too careful when dealing with Wang. This 

means that Kura.  

A. has no reason to be suspicious of Wang 

B. can fully rely on Wang 

C. has to be very careful in his relationship with Wang 

D. may feel free in the company of Wang 

Correct Option: Answer is C 

 

27. Don’t tell me another cock and bull story. This means that the 

speaker does not want to.  

A. be further baffled 

B. hear the same old story 

C. hear another drab story 

D. be further deceived 

Correct Option: Answer is D 

 

28. Had he confessed much earlier, she would have trusted him. 

This means that he 
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A. had confessed earlier on, but he wasn’t trusted 

B. had confessed much earlier on and he was trusted 

C. hadn’t confessed much earlier on and he was trusted 

D. hadn’t confessed earlier on, and wasn’t trusted 

Correct Option: Answer is D 

 

29. Kola: You really worked hard to win the case.  

Didia: You don’t know the half of it. This means that.  

A. it wasn’t as difficult as Kola had thought 

B. Kola’s statement wasn’t actually correct 

C. it was even more difficult than Kola could imagine 

D. Winning the case didn’t mean much to Kola 

Correct Option: Answer is C 

 

30. Femi is too clever by half. This means that Femi  

A. displays his cleverness in an annoying way 

B. is not as clever as he thinks 

C. pleases everyone he meets 

D. hides how clever he really is 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

From the words lettered A to D below each of the following 

sentences, choose the word or group of words that is nearest 

in meaning to the underlined word as it is used in the 

sentence.  

31. He was such a brilliant footballer! 

A. an inspired 

B. an intelligent 
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C. a dazzling 

D. skillful 

Correct Option: Answer is D 

 

32. The Politician is a fluent speaker.  

A. an eloquent 

B. a superficial 

C. an insightful 

D. a persuasive 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

33. Everyone has the urge to succeed in life.  

A. compulsion 

B. desire 

C. need 

D. courage 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

34. When he heard the gunshot, he ran into a thick forest.  

A. tight 

B. deep 

C. dense 

D. close 

Correct Option: Answer is C 

 

35. That was a timely intervention. 

A. suitable 

B. accurate 
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C. prompt 

D. major 

Correct Option: Answer is C 

 

36. David is not only hardworking but also scrupulous.  

A. painstaking 

B. ambitious 

C. pleasant 

D. daring 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

37. We really have to be careful because the situation is 

rather tricky.  

A. deceitful 

B. trivial 

C. unexpected 

D. difficult 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

38. I think that his essay is impeccable.  

A. erroneous 

B. correct 

C. satisfactory 

D. faultless 

Correct Option: Answer is D 

 

39. There has been a marked change in her study habit.  

A. significant 
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B. real 

C. full 

D. complete 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

40. He was directed to write the letter.  

A. advised 

B. instructed 

C. persuaded 

D. forced 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  

41. Every one of the students _______ to be excited about the 

excursion.  

A. was seeming 

B. is seeming 

C. seem 

D. seems 

Correct Option: Answer is D 

 

42. We should assist the poor ________ ? 

A. shall we 

A. we shouldn’t 

B. isn’t it 

C. shouldn’t we 
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Correct Option: Answer is C 

 

43. Either he or you ______ to clean up the mess.  

A. has 

B. have 

C. were 

D. was 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

44. If Musa had woken up earlier, he ______ breakfast.  

A. would not have missed 

B. ought not to miss. 

C. shall have missed 

D. may have missed 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

45. He would rather appeal the decision _______ defeat. 

A. instead of accepting 

B. than accepting 

C. than accepts 

D. than accept 

Correct Option: Answer is D 

 

46. The student complained that he ______ the teacher. 

A. was not hearing 

B. could not hear 

C. does not hear 

D. is not hearing 



naijavarcity.com.ng 

 

16 
 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

47.  My brother ______ in lagos for the past ten years.  

A. is living 

B. has been living 

C. lived 

D. will lived 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

48. I am totally disappointed _______ such poor grades.  

A. from 

B. with 

C. for 

D. on 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

49. He is a doctor but he dabbles _______ politics now and then. 

A. in 

B. through 

C. on 

D. into 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

50. _______ arrived before the manager.  

A. Neither he nor I 

B. Neither me nor him 

C. Either I nor him 

D. Neither me nor him 
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Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  

51.  The evening was rounded _____ with a dance.  

• A. off 

• B. up 

• C. out 

• D. down 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

52 

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  

52. I _______ have done the dishes but i haven't had the time.  

• A. will 

• B. should 

• C. might 

• D. shall 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

53 
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From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  

53. I have heard all _______ you've said 

• A. what 

• B. which 

• C. that 

• D. whatever 

• Correct Option: Answer is C 

 

54 

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  

54. Life in the city is ________ challenging for the lazy.  

• A. too much 

• B. so much 

• C. very much 

• D. much too 

• Correct Option: Answer is D 

 

55 

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  

55. It is always ________ that gets the blame 
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• A. me 

• B. I 

• C. myself 

• D. mine 

• Correct Option: Answer is A 

Brief Explanation: "I" is a first person singular subject 

pronoun. 

"Me" is a first person singular object pronoun.  

"Me" is used when the speaker is the object of the sentence. 

 

 

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  

56. He spends a ______ deal of his time studying.  

• A. large 

• B. great 

• C. big 

• D. huge 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

57 
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From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  

57. I guess he holds _______ sensitive position in the company.  

• A. some kind 

• B. many kind of 

• C. some kind of 

• D. many kind 

• Correct Option: Answer is C 

 

58 

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  

58. He always gives ______ for coming late to school.  

• A. one excuse or another 

• B. one excuse or the other 

• C. some excuse or another 

• D. some excuse or the other 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

59 

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  
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59. ___________ you turn down down the volume of the radio? I 

am trying to read!  

• A. may 

• B. will 

• C. would 

• D. should 

• Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

60 

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  

60. I know it's a secret, so I _____  tell anyone. 

• A. couldn't 

• B. shan't 

• C. needn't 

• D. mightn't 

   

 

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  

61. At the last minute, Amidu backed _____ of the plan. 

• A. up 

• B. off 

https://myschool.ng/classroom/english-language/48449?exam_type=waec&exam_year=2018&page=12
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• C. out 

• D. down 

• Correct Option: Answer is C 

Brief Explanation: Back out; to withdraw especially from a 

commitment or contest 

 

62 

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  

62. He ______ be very handsome but i don't like him.  

• A. shall 

• B. will 

• C. might 

• D. can 

• Correct Option: Answer is C 

 

63 

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  

63. During her early day in school, she ______ study for hours,  

• A. would 

• B. may 

• C. can 

• D. shall 



naijavarcity.com.ng 

 

23 
 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

64 

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  

64. He _______ this morning in a dazzling white shirt.  

• A. turned off 

• B. turned in 

• C. turned by 

• D. turned out 

• Correct Option: Answer is D 

Brief Explanation: Turned out in this context means to go 

somewhere in order to attend a meeting, vote, play in a 

game, etc. 

 

65 

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  

65. The police have _________  a warning to all residents of the 

area.  

• A. put on 

• B. put in 

• C. put off 

• D. put out 

• Correct Option: Answer is D 
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Brief Explanation: The police have put out a warning to all 

residents of the area.  

Put out in this context means to publish/broadcast something 

 

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  

66. My parents taught me a lot of lessons, most of ______ are 

difficult to forget.  

• A. which 

• A. what 

• B. who 

• C. whom 

• Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

67 

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  

67. Sani ______ on a banana peel and fell down.  

• A. slide 

• B. slid 

• C. had slid 

• D. was sliding 

• Correct Option: Answer is B 
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68 

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  

68. I look forward to _________ from you.  

• A. hear 

• B. hearing 

• C. be hearing 

• D. have heard 

• Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

69 

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  

69. I have made remarkable progress ______ learning French. 

• A. by 

• B. at 

• C. in 

• D. for 

• Correct Option: Answer is C 

 

70 



naijavarcity.com.ng 

 

26 
 

From the words or group of words lettered A to D, choose the 

word or group of words that best completes each of the 

following sentences.  

70. The beans have not been properly ________ 

• A. grind 

• B. ground 

• C. grinding 

• D. grounded 

• Correct Option: Answer is D 

Brief Explanation: The past tense of grind is ground 

or grinded. The third-person singular simple present 

indicative form of grind is grinds. The 

present participle of grind is grinding. The past 

participle of grind is ground or grounded  

The sentence ''The beans have not been properly'' is in its 

present tense, hence the correct option would be grounded. 

The sentence would read,  

The beans have not been properly grounded 

 

 

An entrepreneur is a person who organizes and manages any 

business enterprise, or one who combines the other factors of 

___71___ to start a business and make profit, He possesses 

considerable initiative and is willing to take ___72___. An 

entrepreneur can be a farmer, a dressmaker, a factory owner, a 
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wholesaler or a ___73___. More often than not, it is best for an 

entrepreneur to start a business from scratch rather than ___74___ 

in or buy an existing business. One advantage is that he would be 

independent and not become a ___75___ or get to inherit some 

bad debt. The ___76___ of a good entrepreneur must include 

hardwork, innovation and creativity. He must be well-informed 

and confident to make worthwhile decisions. As it takes a great 

deal of energy, time and money to operate one's own business, 

entrepreneurs must seek to possess good managerial ___77___ in 

order to manage the business successfully.  

But how useful is the entrepreneur to the society? He is an 

innovator who develops new ____78____ and services to make life 

easier and more comfortable. He plans, organizes, directs and 

___79___ his business activities effectively, thus minimizing 

wastage of limited ____80____ and enhancing productivity. Also, he 

creates employment and contributes to the generation of revenue 

for the government by paying taxes.  

71 

 

In the above passage, the numbered gaps indicate missing words. 

Against each number in the passage, four options are given. 

Choose the word that is the most suitable to fill number 71 in 

the passage. 

• A. creation 

• B. provision 

• C. construction 

• D. production 
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Correct Option: Answer is D 

 

72 

In the above passage, the numbered gaps indicate missing words. 

Against each number in the passage, four options are given. 

Choose the word that is the most suitable to fill number 72 in 

the passage. 

• A. debts 

• B. pitfalls 

• C. risks 

• D. problems 

Correct Option: Answer is C 

 

73 

In the above passage, the numbered gaps indicate missing words. 

Against each number in the passage, four options are given. 

Choose the word that is the most suitable to fill number 73  in 

the passage. 

• A. hawker 

• B. peddler 

• C. retailer 

• D. trader 

Correct Option: Answer is C 

 

74 

In the above passage, the numbered gaps indicate missing words. 

Against each number in the passage, four options are given. 
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Choose the word that is the most suitable to fill number 74 in 

the passage. 

• A. plunge 

• B. invest 

• C. break 

• D. delve 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

75 

In the above passage, the numbered gaps indicate missing words. 

Against each number in the passage, four options are given. 

Choose the word that is the most suitable to fill number 75 in 

the passage. 

• A. colleague 

• B. comrade 

• C. fellow 

• D. partner 

Correct Option: Answer is D 

In the above passage, the numbered gaps indicate missing words. 

Against each number in the passage, four options are given. 

Choose the word that is the most suitable to fill number 76 in 

the passage.. 

• A. tendencies 

• B. properties 

• C. attributes 

• D. features 
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Correct Option: Answer is C 77 

In the above passage, the numbered gaps indicate missing words. 

Against each number in the passage, four options are given. 

Choose the word that is the most suitable to fill number 77 in 

the passage. 

• A. skills 

• B. talents 

• C. knack 

• D. foresight 

Correct Option: Answer is A 78 

In the above passage, the numbered gaps indicate missing words. 

Against each number in the passage, four options are given. 

Choose the word that is the most suitable to fill number 78 in 

the passage. 

• A. outputs 

• B. yields 

• C. products 

• D. materials 

Correct Option: Answer is C 79 

In the above passage, the numbered gaps indicate missing words. 

Against each number in the passage, four options are given. 

Choose the word that is the most suitable to fill number 79 in 

the passage. 

• A. controls 

• B. checks 
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• C. restrains 

• D. bridles 

Correct Option: Answer is A80 

In the above passage, the numbered gaps indicate missing words. 

Against each number in the passage, four options are given. 

Choose the word that is the most suitable to fill number 80 in 

the passage. 

• A. assets 

• B. wealth 

• C. stock 

• D. resources 

Correct Option: Answer is D 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same vowel sound as the one represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

81.  coin 

• A. toy 

• B. rod 

• C. lord 

• D. ride 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

82 
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From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same vowel sound as the one represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

82. blow 

• A. brown 

• B. blew 

• C. road 

• D. now 

Correct Option: Answer is C 

   

83 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same vowel sound as the one represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

83. lawyer 

• A. lawless 

• B. lorry 

• C. adapt 

• D. flying 

Correct Option: Answer is C 

   

84 

https://myschool.ng/classroom/english-language/48506?exam_type=waec&exam_year=2018&page=17
https://myschool.ng/classroom/english-language/48508?exam_type=waec&exam_year=2018&page=17
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From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same vowel sound as the one represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

84. decided 

• A. bled 

• B. hid 

• C. skew 

• D. hide 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

85 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same vowel sound as the one represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

85. cup 

• A. oven 

• B. cot 

• C. crop 

• D. curl 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

cup - [ kʌp ] 

Oven - [ ˈʌvn ] 
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From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same vowel sound as the one represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

86. pure 

• A. sure 

• B. you 

• C. curse 

• D. more 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

Pure - [ pjʊə(r) ] 

Sure - [ ʃʊə(r) ] 

 

87 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same vowel sound as the one represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

87. how 

• A. low 

• B. drought 

• C. bowl 

• D. bought 

Correct Option: Answer is B 
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88 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same vowel sound as the one represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

88. short 

• A. but 

• B. shoot 

• C. spot 

• D. jaw 

Correct Option: Answer is D 

short - [ ʃɔːt ] 

Jaw - [ dʒɔː ] 

 

89 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same vowel sound as the one represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

89. stew 

• A. slow 

• A. good 

• B. blue 

• C. gnaw 

Correct Option: Answer is C 
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stew - [ stjuː ] 

blue - [ bluː ] 

90 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same vowel sound as the one represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

90. could 

• A. cold 

• B. cod 

• C. pull 

• D. cool 

Correct Option: Answer is D 

 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same vowel sound as the one represented by the 

letter(s) underlined. l 

91. league 

• A. lick 

• B. pleasure 

• C. people 

• D. learn 

Correct Option: Answer is C 
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92 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same vowel sound as the one represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

92. high 

• A. yell 

• B. bye 

• C. quay 

• D. toil 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

93 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same vowel sound as the one represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

93. stay 

• A. height 

• B. rake 

• C. rise 

• D. rose 

• Correct Option: Answer is B 

   

94 

https://myschool.ng/classroom/english-language/48526?exam_type=waec&exam_year=2018&page=19
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From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same vowel sound as the one represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

94. burn 

• A. barn 

• B. owl 

• C. girl 

• D. pus 

• Correct Option: Answer is C 

Brief Explanation: burn - [ bɜːn ] girl - [ ɡɜːl ] 

95 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same vowel sound as the one represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

95. parse 

• A. spice 

• B. irk 

• C. chart 

• D. eye 

Correct Option: Answer is C 

Brief Explanation: Parse - [ pɑːs ] 

Chart - [ tʃɑːt ] 
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From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same consonant sound(s) as the on represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

96. kin 

• A. knife 

• B. scheme 

• C. scene 

• D. known 

• Correct Option: Answer is B 

Kin - [ kɪn ] 

Scheme - [ skiːm ] 

 

 

97 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same consonant sound(s) as the on represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

97. same 

• A. isle 

• B. dies 

• C. daze 

• D. loose 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

https://myschool.ng/classroom/english-language/48529?exam_type=waec&exam_year=2018&page=19
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same - [ seɪm ] 

loose - [ luːs ] 

 

98 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same consonant sound(s) as the on represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

98. parent 

• A. pious 

• B. physics 

• C. corps 

• D. pharmacy 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

Brief Explanation:  

Parent - [ ˈpeərənt ] 

Pious - [ ˈpaɪ.əs ] 

 

99 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same consonant sound(s) as the on represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

99. tax 
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• A. ask 

• B. ached 

• C. lacks 

• D. kiss 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

Brief Explanation:  

Tax - [ tæks ] 

lacks -[ læks ] 

 

100 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same consonant sound(s) as the on represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

100. zero 

• A. days 

• B. cease 

• C. seizure 

• D. measure 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

Brief Explanation: 

Zero - [ ˈzɪərəʊ ] 

days - [ deɪz ] 
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From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same consonant sound(s) as the on represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

101. flame 

• A. dough 

• B. pillar 

• C. psyche 

• D. photo 

Correct Option: Answer is D 

Brief Explanation: 

flame - [ fleɪm ] 

photo - [ ˈfəʊtəʊ ] 

 

102 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same consonant sound(s) as the on represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

102. cheek 

• A. chemist 

• B. campaign 

• C. sharp 
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• D. cheque 

Correct Option: Answer is D 

 

Brief Explanation: 

cheek - [ tʃiːk ] 

cheque - [ tʃek ] 

 

 

103 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same consonant sound(s) as the on represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

103. apt  

• A. rapid 

• B. taped 

• C. packed 

• D. perfect 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

Brief Explanation: 

apt - [ æpt ] 

taped - [ teɪpt ] 
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104 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same consonant sound(s) as the on represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

104. sing 

• A. examine 

• B. sinner 

• C. miner 

• D. kingship 

Correct Option: Answer is D 

Brief Explanation: 

Sing;  [ sɪŋ ] 

Kingship: [ ˈkɪŋ.ʃɪp ] 

 

105 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same consonant sound(s) as the on represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

105. shadow 

• A. treasure 

• B. century 

• C. miner 

• D. trash 
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Correct Option: Answer is D 

Brief Explanation: 

shadow: [ ˈʃædəʊ ] 

trash: [ træʃ ] 

 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same consonant sound(s) as the on represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

106. wept 

• A. begged 

• B. bombed 

• C. caused 

• D. stopped 

Correct Option: Answer is D 

Brief Explanation: 

wept: [ wept ] 

stopped: [ stɒpt ] 

 

107 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same consonant sound(s) as the on represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  
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107. strict 

• A. indict 

• B. incite 

• C. inflict 

• D. listen 

Correct Option: Answer is D 

Brief Explanation: 

strict: [ strɪkt ] 

inflict: [ ɪnˈflɪkt ] 

 

 

108 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same consonant sound(s) as the on represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

108. jump 

• A. digest 

• B. geese 

• C. dozen 

• D. gear 

Correct Option: Answer is A 

Brief Explanation: 
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jump: [ dʒʌmp ] 

digest: [ daɪˈdʒest ] 

 

109 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same consonant sound(s) as the on represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

109. scratch 

• A. secret 

• B. screen 

• C. street 

• D. school 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

Brief Explanation: 

scratch: [ skrætʃ ] 

screen: [ skriːn ] 

 

110 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that has the 

same consonant sound(s) as the on represented by the 

letter(s) underlined.  

110. think 
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• A. smart 

• B. tooth 

• C. tiny 

• D. worthy 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

Brief Explanation: 

think: [ θɪŋk ] 

tooth: [ tuːθ ] 

 

 

In the following question, the main/primary stress is indicated 

by writing the syllable on which it occurs in capital letters. 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the one that has the 

correct stress.  

111. installation 

• A. IN-stal-la-tion 

• B. in-STAL-la-tion 

• C. in-stal-LA-tion 

• D. in-stal-la-TION 

Correct Option: Answer is C 

   

112 

https://myschool.ng/classroom/english-language/48623?exam_type=waec&exam_year=2018&page=23
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In the following question, the main/primary stress is indicated 

by writing the syllable on which it occurs in capital letters. 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the one that has the 

correct stress.  

112. Unwillingness 

• A. UN-wil-ling-ness 

• B. un-WIL-ling-ness 

• C. un-wil-LING-ness 

• D. un-wil-ling-NESS 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

113 

In the following question, the main/primary stress is indicated 

by writing the syllable on which it occurs in capital letters. 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the one that has the 

correct stress.  

113. circumstances 

• A. CIR-cum-stan-ces 

• B. cir-CUM-stan-ces 

• C. cir-cum-STAN-ces 

• D. cir-cum-stan-CES 

• Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

114 
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In the following question, the main/primary stress is indicated 

by writing the syllable on which it occurs in capital letters. 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the one that has the 

correct stress.  

114. manipulate 

• A. MA-ni-pu-late 

• B. man-NI-pu-late 

• C. man-ni-PU-late 

• D. man-ni-pu-LATE 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

115 

In the following question, the main/primary stress is indicated 

by writing the syllable on which it occurs in capital letters. 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the one that has the 

correct stress.  

115. apologize 

• A. A-pol-o-gize 

• A. a-POL-o-gize 

• C. a-pol-O-gize 

• D. a-pol-o-GIZE 

Correct Option: Answer is A 
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116. In the following options lettered A to D, all the 

words except on have the same stress pattern. identify the 

one with the different stress pattern. 

• A. attention 

• B. amplify 

• C. alluring 

• D. important 

• Correct Option: Answer is B 

• Brief Explanation: 

at-TEN-tion 

AM-pli-fy 

al-LUR-ring 

im-POR-tant 

 

117 

117. In the following options lettered A to D, all the 

words except on have the same stress pattern. identify the 

one with the different stress pattern. 

• A. interest 

• B. revenge 

• C. profess 

• D. support 

• Correct Option: Answer is A 

• Brief Explanation: 
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in-ter-est 

re-venge 

pro-fess 

sup-port 

118 

118. In the following options lettered A to D, all the 

words except on have the same stress pattern. identify the 

one with the different stress pattern. 

• A. concept 

• B. control 

• C. confess 

• D. confuse 

• Correct Option: Answer is A 

• Brief Explanation: 

con-cept 

con-trol 

con-fess 

con-fuse 

 

119 
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119. In the following options lettered A to D, all the 

words except on have the same stress pattern. identify the 

one with the different stress pattern. 

• A. decision 

• B. incursion 

• C. mutation 

• D. motionless 

• Correct Option: Answer is D 

Brief Explanation: 

de-ci-sion 

in-cur-sion 

mu-ta-tion 

mo-tion-less 

 

120 

120. In the following options lettered A to D, all the 

words except on have the same stress pattern. identify the 

one with the different stress pattern. 

• A. cargo 

• B. cater 

• C. cover 

• D. cartoon 

• Correct Option: Answer is D 
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Brief Explanation: 

car-go 

ca-ter 

co-ver 

car-toon 

 

In the following sentence, the word that receives the 

emphatic stress is written in capital letter. From the questions 

lettered A to D, choose the one to which the given sentence is 

the appropriate answer.  

121. AYO asked Mary to come today. 

• A. Did Chike ask Mary to come? 

• B. Did Ayo order Mary to come today? 

• C. Did Ayo ask Dad to come today? 

• D. Did Ayo ask Mary to come today? 

• Correct Option: Answer is A 

 

   

122 

In the following sentence, the word that receives the 

emphatic stress is written in capital letter. From the questions 

lettered A to D, choose the one to which the given sentence is 

the appropriate answer.  

https://myschool.ng/classroom/english-language/48671?exam_type=waec&exam_year=2018&page=25
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122. Wood is cheap in the South THIS year.  

• A. Is cassava cheap in the south? 

• B. Is wood expensive in the south this year? 

• C. Is wood cheap in the north this year? 

• D. Is wood cheap in the south every year? 

• Correct Option: Answer is D 

   

123 

In the following sentence, the word that receives the 

emphatic stress is written in capital letter. From the questions 

lettered A to D, choose the one to which the given sentence is 

the appropriate answer.  

123. NEW students should pay tuition fees.  

• A. Should new students pay tuition fees? 

• B. Should old students pay tuition fees? 

• C. Should new students pay hostel fees? 

• D. Can new students pay tuition fees? 

• Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

124 

In the following sentence, the word that receives the 

emphatic stress is written in capital letter. From the questions 

lettered A to D, choose the one to which the given sentence is 

the appropriate answer.  

124. Dad requested the DRIVER to open the door.  

https://myschool.ng/classroom/english-language/48672?exam_type=waec&exam_year=2018&page=25
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• A. Did mum request the driver to open the door? 

• B. Did dad order the driver to open the door? 

• C. Did dad request the gardener to open the door? 

• D. Did dad request the driver to shut the door? 

• Correct Option: Answer is A 

125 

In the following sentence, the word that receives the 

emphatic stress is written in capital letter. From the questions 

lettered A to D, choose the one to which the given sentence is 

the appropriate answer.  

125. Ade's BICYCLE is made of steel. 

• A. Is Bola's bicycle made of steel? 

• B. Is Ade's car made of steel? 

• C. Was Ade's bicycle made of steel? 

• D. I Ade's bicycle made of plastic? 

• Correct Option: Answer is C 

 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that 

contains the sound represented by the given phonetic 

symbol. 

126. / ʊ /  

• A. choose 

• B. tool 

• C. book 

• D. scoop 
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• Correct Option: Answer is C 

Brief Explanation: 

choose: [ tʃuːz ] 

tool: [ tuːl ] 

book: [ bʊk ] 

scoop: [ skuːp ] 

 

127 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that 

contains the sound represented by the given phonetic 

symbol. 

127. / c /  

• A. beer 

• B. says 

• C. isle 

• D. raid128 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that 

contains the sound represented by the given phonetic 

symbol. 

128. / ɔː /  

• A. coy 
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• B. law 

• C. cot 

• D. plow 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

Brief Explanation: 

  

coy: [ kɔɪ ] 

law: [ lɔː ] 

cot: [ kɒt ] 

plow: [ plaʊ ] 

129 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that 

contains the sound represented by the given phonetic 

symbol. 

129. / b /  

• A. bugle 

• B. doubt 

• C. subtle 

• D. lamb 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

Brief Explanation: 

bugle: [ ˈbjuː.ɡl̩ ] 
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doubt: [ daʊt ] 

subtle: [ ˈsʌt.əl ] 

lamb: [ læm ] 

 

130 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that 

contains the sound represented by the given phonetic 

symbol. 

130. / ei / 

• A. alone 

• B. greet 

• C. height 

• D. neigh 

• Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that 

contains the sound represented by the given phonetic 

symbol. 

131. / ɪə / 

• A. dear 

• A. chair 

• C. night 

• D. reign 
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 Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

132 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that 

contains the sound represented by the given phonetic 

symbol. 

132. / ð /  

• A. thyme 

• B. pith 

• C. smooth 

• D. thin 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

 

133 

From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that 

contains the sound represented by the given phonetic 

symbol. 

133. / n / 

• A. ankle 

• B. knock 

• C. hymn 

• D. hung 

Correct Option: Answer is B 

134 
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From the words lettered A to D, choose the word that 

contains the sound represented by the given phonetic 

symbol. 

134. / j / 

• A. cue 

• B. quit 

• C. judge 

• D. cheer 

Correct Option: Answer is B 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 2018 THEORY WITH SOLUTIONS 

 

1. You are dissatisfied with some practices in your school. Write a 

letter to your friend in another school discussing at least three 

of these practices and the improvement you desire. 

Solution & Explanation: 

 

This is an informal letter writing, all informal letter writing 

procedures should be followed. 

The format of an informal letter should include the following 

things: 

1. Address of the sender. 

2. Date of writing a letter. 

3. Salutation/Greeting. 

4. Introduction. 

5. Body of the letter. 

6. Conclusion. 

 

 

                                                                                                                        

Bolade Grammar School, 

                                                         Adewale Crescent, 

                                       Oshodi, 

                                                                   27th May, 2018. 

Dear Bashiru, 
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      I read your last letter with a great delight. It is indeed 

delightful to know that schools do share some similarities which 

may be positive ones or negative as it is in our case. In my own 

school too, there are some practices which have made my school 

to be notorious and which I would want to express my 

disapproval about. Just as you were disgusted about such 

practices in your school, I want to express dissatisfaction with 

some similar practices in my school. 

      The first nauseating practice is incessant fighting bordering on 

thuggery among students. It is a common practice even within my 

school compound to see two students fighting each other and 

other students would gather around them hailing and thus 

causing mayhem. In most cases, the fighters are inseparable and 

they would fight until one draws blood on the other. This 

intolerable habit at times is taken too far when the students in my 

school engage some unscrupulous ones from a nearby sister 

school. The in-house fighting practice is thereby exhibited outside 

in what has become thuggery for which my school has now 

become known. My school does not organise inter-house sport 

competitions because similar ones ended in violent thuggery. 

      Bullying as a practice common among students in my school 

has also become so prevalent that it has become a source of 

worry for peace-loving students like me. There is no day passing 

without one or two cases of bullying being reported to the school 

authorities. Junior students and those who have diminutive 

stature are at the great risk of being bullied and harassed within 

the school premises. They are extorted and forced to part with 
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their money and belongings. In some cases, such extortions 

border on robbing the younger ones. Within the school premises, 

the junior students have become an endangered species as they 

are picked up for bullying by the senior students who are 

supposed to protect them. Similar to this, gambling, as a practice, 

is common among the students. This cuts across all the classes in 

the school as there are gamblers in junior classes as well as in the 

senior classes. 

      Another worrisome practice in my school is the lackadaisical 

attitude of teachers to their duties. All the practices I told you 

about earlier on are the results of the poor attitude of our 

teachers. They are negligent of their duties as many of them turn 

their faces from students' misbehaviours instead of correcting 

them. Their attitude to their main job of coming to teach in the 

class is not different. They sit down in their staffrooms during their 

lesson periods waiting for students to come and call them. 

      There is an urgent need for improvement because the school 

cannot make progress until there is a change. Bashiru, I am not 

happy that my school is notorious for all these objectionable 

practices of fighting, thuggery, gambling and unproductive 

attitude of teachers. I seriously desire an improvement with which 

the school can move forward. 

      How are you and your studies? I hope you are trying to cope 

with all the challenges that are coming your way. I trust you. Don't 

ever try join in those practices you discussed in your last letter 

but be one of t the agents of change and improvement as I am 

trying to be here. I know that we are going to succeed in the end. 
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                            Yours sincerely, 

                                                                                  Adebayo. 

 

2. Write an article suitable for publication in a national 

newspaper on the high cost of living, suggesting at least three 

ways in which the government of your country can tackle the 

problem. 

 

Solution & Explanation: The basic outline for an article writing 

format is 

1. Title of the Article 

2. Writer’s Name (Before the body OR) 

3. Body (Main part of the article) 

4. Introductive Paragraph 

5. Descriptive Paragraph 

6. Additional Information (if necessary) 

7. Conclusion (Ending part of Article) 

8. Writer’s Name (After the body) 

  

HIGH COST OF LIVING IN MY COUNTRY 

      Undoubtedly, there is every need to improve the standard of 

living of citizens of this country. The cost of living is too high in 

Nigeria and many Nigerians are groaning under the heavy yoke of 

high cost of living. The bad economy which has engineered 

exorbitant cost of living has affected Nigerians, particularly the 

poor. There is high cost of feeding, accommodation, 
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transportation, education and so on to the extent that every facet 

of life is affected. This pitiable condition is made worse by the 

crippling effects of unemployment in the country. This has 

multiplying effects on the standard of living of Nigerians which 

makes it imperative for the government to rise to the occasion 

and tackle the problem. 

      The first way of tackling the problem of high cost of living is 

government having interest in promoting agriculture in the 

Country. The first priority need of people is survival by feeding 

well. The cost of food items is too high and this is as a result of 

low production of food in the country. The farm has been 

abandoned to the old people by the youths who are not 

interested in farming. Therefore, the government should make 

farming attractive to the youths, thereby increasing food 

production which will bring about a drastic reduction in the prices 

of food items. This can be achieved if the government establishes 

farm settlements across the count,' and provides modern farming 

equipment like tractors plough and harvesters which will allow for 

high production of food in the country. When foodstuffs are 

cheap and affordable, Nigerians will be able to feed themselves 

and remain healthy. 

      Another way of improving the standard of living of Nigerians 

and reducing the high cost of living is empowering the youths to 

become self-reliant, productive and entrepreneurial. This will 

prevent them from becoming job seekers but job creators If the 

government establishes skill acquisition centres where the youths 

can acquire skills that can make them go into the production of 

essential goods and manufacturing of items like shoes, bags, 

machines and so on, the high cost of these items will come down 
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and become affordable to Nigerians. By encouraging 

manufacturing, government can create wealth in the country and 

reduce the high cost of living. 

      The high cost of living in the country is an indication of the 

poor economy. In order to improve the economy of the country, 

the government has to do the needful by diversifying the 

economy. The government should invest in agriculture and 

manufacturing so that the country will become a great exporting 

one and not a dependant on imported goods. This will definitely 

improve the foreign earnings of the country and it will have 

positive effects on the standard of living of Nigerians. 

      Moreover, the locally-made goods either in the agro-called 

sector or manufacturing sector should be protected by 

government by banning imported goods. This will encourage 

local production and manufacturing and Nigerians should be 

sensitised towards patronising foods and goods made in Nigeria 

If our locally-produced food and goods are patronised by 

Nigerians, it will bring about a large production and their prices 

will be cheap and affordable. This will thereby reduce the high 

cost of living in the country. 

Soludo Merit 

 

137 

3. Write a letter to the Chairman of the Environmental Protection 

Agency on the effects of illegal felling of trees and suggest 

ways to remedy the situation. 
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Solution & Explanation: 

A formal letter has a format which needs to be followed. A typical 

formal letter format as the following 

• Sender’s address 

• Date 

• Name / Designation of Addressee 

• Address of the Addressee 

• Salutation 

• Subject 

• Body – Introduction, Content, Conclusion 

• Complimentary Close 

• Signature / Name of the Sender 

• Designation of the Sender                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

Bolade Grammar School, 

                                                                   Adewale Crescent, 

                                                                   Oshodi, 

                                                                   27th May, 2018. 

  

  

The Chairman, 

Environmental Protection Agency, 
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Ikeja, Lagos 

Dear Sir, 

                EFFECTS OF ILLEGAL FELLING OF TREES 

      As the agency charged with the responsibility of promoting 

environmental protection in Nigeria, I would like to draw your 

attention to the depletion of our forests through illegal felling of 

trees and the devastating effects it has on our environment, 

otherwise we will continue to live in very unsafe surroundings 

which cannot continue to support our lives. 

      Illegal felling of trees has many effects on our environment 

with its dire consequences. First and foremost, illegal felling of 

trees is responsible for the sudden and erratic changes in our 

weather which in some cases has led to serious drought. 

Nowadays, there has been change in the rainfall pattern which has 

made it difficult for our farmers to plan their farming schedules 

This has made farming risky for farmers as they often plan their 

crops at the drop of rain only to get stuck midway when the rain 

suddenly stops. Besides, trees have a great influence on rainfall 

which illegal felling of these trees destroys. 

      Similarly, trees conserve soil and prevent soil erosion. The soil 

surface covered by the leaves and branches of trees is protected 

from heavy rain which could wash it away Apart from this, the 

roots of trees have binding effects on soil particles and help in soil 

aeration and water absorption With the rampant illegal felling of 

trees, the soil loses its fertility and ability to produce bountiful 

harvest. Soil erosion results in a rapid decline in the productivity 

of soil. Thus, illegal felling of trees often leads to low food 

production 



naijavarcity.com.ng 

 

70 
 

      Moreover, illegal felling of trees denies us the productive uses 

of trees. Trees like 'obeche' and 'iroko' can be sawn into planks 

and used to produce furniture, canoes, particle boards, fuelwood 

and paper. With the depletion of these trees illegally, we are 

denied of their productive uses. We are also denied of the 

medicinal substances obtainable from trees. The tree roots, barks 

and leaves are medicinal and with illegal felling of trees, humanity 

is denied the opportunity to enjoy the medicinal values of trees. 

      Undoubtedly, illegal felling of trees has done more harm than 

good to our environment with the depletion of oxygen, 

destruction of shades and even the depletion of the ozone and it 

should not be allowed to continue. Your agency has to do 

something urgent to remedy the situation. First, your agency 

should encourage afforestation. More trees need to be planted so 

as to replace those that have been illegally felled. Nigerians 

should be encouraged to plant trees, at least one in a day. A day 

should be popularised to be a tree-planting day when Nigerians 

would be sensitised to set aside as the day they have to plant 

trees. 

      Furthermore, Nigerians should be educated on the importance 

of trees to their environment. They should be told that trees could 

help to make the climate more comfortable for them and make 

the environment more habitable. 

      Lastly, stiffer penalties should be meted out to anybody 

caught engaging in illegal felling of trees. It this is done, it will 

serve as deterrent to others. 

                                                                     Yours faithfully, 
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                                                                      Signature 

                                                                      Ojemba Hassan 

                                                                      Environmental Activist. 
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4. You are the main speaker in a debate on the topic: Children of 

literate parents perform better in school than those of illiterate 

parents. Write your argument for or against the motion. 

 

Solution & Explanation: A good argumentative essay should 

follow this structure: 

1. Introductory paragraph. The first paragraph of your essay 

should outline the topic, provide background information 

necessary to understand your argument, outline the 

evidence you will present and states your thesis. 

2. The thesis statement. This is part of your first paragraph. It 

is a concise, one-sentence summary of your main point and 

claim. 

3. Body paragraphs. A typical argumentative essay comprises 

three or more paragraphs that explain the reasons why you 

support your thesis. Each body paragraph should cover a 

different idea or piece of evidence and contain a topic 

sentence that clearly and concisely explains why the reader 

should agree with your position. Body paragraphs are 

where you back up your claims 

with examples, research, statistics, studies, and text 

citations. Address opposing points of view and disprove 
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them or explain why you disagree with them. Presenting 

facts and considering a topic from every angle adds 

credibility and will help you gain a reader’s trust. 

4. Conclusion. One paragraph that restates your thesis and 

summarizes all of the arguments made in your body 

paragraphs. Rather than introducing new facts or more 

arguments, a good conclusion will appeal to a reader’s 

emotions. In some cases, writers will use a personal 

anecdote explaining how the topic personally affects them. 

 

 

CHILDREN OF LITERATE PARENTS PERFORM BETTER IN 

SCHOOL THAN OF ILLITERATE PARENTS. 

      Chairman, Panel of Judges, Co-debaters, Ladies and 

Gentlemen, I am here to speak in support of the motion "Children 

of literate parents perform better in school than those of illiterate 

parents". When we say that children of literate parents perform 

better in school, what this means is that they do well academically 

than those of illiterate parents. Of course, children from literate 

homes perform better in their school work than those from 

illiterate homes. Intelligence is innate and it is often inherited or 

passed down from parents to children. A literate parent passes 

down intelligent quotient to his or her child. Definitely, literate 

parents have the tendency of having children with high intelligent 

quotient. The reverse is the case with illiterate parents who are not 

likely to produce children with high intelligent quotient going by 

simple biological law of genes transfer. 
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      Secondly, literate parents are more concerned and passionate 

about education. They are the ones that are always ready to send 

their children to school and back it up with all necessary academic 

equipment like books and educative software even with Internet 

facilities in their homes, all to make their children perform well in 

school. They often employ lesson teachers to give extra lesson to 

their children at home after school. Tell me why children from 

such homes won't perform better than those from illiterate 

homes? Illiterate parents are mostly not passionate about 

education. All they know is that their children are attending 

schools and they stop at that. Their children are not supported at 

home with lesson teachers, and educative facilities like the 

Internet. Some of them don't even bother about the progress of 

their children unlike literate parents who, apart from supporting 

their children, find time to sit down with their children to ascertain 

their progress in school. When their children have problem on 

their assignments or need some explanations, literate parents can 

offer assistance even when the lesson teacher is not around. An 

illiterate parent cannot offer such assistance because he or she is 

not educated. 

      Moreover, children from literate homes usually have examples 

of educated predecessors to follow and emulate. Their parents are 

educated and so they cannot afford not to do well in school so 

that they can equal or even surpass their parents' academic 

achievements. Children from illiterate homes, on the other hand, 

have no such opportunity. They often think highly of themselves 

because they are presumed to have been better educated than 

their illiterate parents. This is further worsened by the fact that 

their illiterate parents always think highly of them and so tolerate 
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their excesses. A child from an illiterate home can easily deceive 

his or her illiterate parents about his or her academic performance 

because the parents could not read and write. This is unthinkable 

in literate homes where the parents can analyse academic results 

and know whether their children are doing well in school or not. 

      Chairman, Panel of Judges, Ladies and Gentlemen, you will all 

agree with me that a child performs better in school when he or 

she can be appropriately monitored and supported with academic 

facilities both in school and at home and when such child comes 

from a literate home where he or she has somebody with a 

greater education qualifications to emulate and even surpass. 

      I hope that I have been able to convince you with my well-

articulated points that children of literate Parents perform better 

in school those of illiterate parents.  

 

 

139 

5. Write a story to illustrate the saying: A bird in hand is worth 

two in the bush. 

Solution & Explanation: 

The import of the saying: 'a bird in hand is worth two in the bush" 

was lost on me until after my secondary school education. The 

reality of the saying dawned on me fully when I had this terrible 

experience of losing an admission into a university in Nigeria 

simply because I was trying to get a better one. 
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      I had my secondary education with a relative ease. 

Throughout my secondary school days, I was rated the best. I 

always led other students in my class and at the end of every 

school year, I won awards and laurels. remembered our last social 

event in the school, our valedictory service; I was announced the 

best in almost all the subjects. When our WASSCE results were 

released, I had nine distinctions and was then ready for university 

admission. 

      I wrote and passed the examination for admission into the 

university and I was offered admission to study medicine in one 

of the prestigious universities in the country. It was at this point 

in my life that I had an encounter with Mr Davies. Mr Davies 

happened to be an acquaintance of my father and known to own 

a travel agency-cum-tutorial school in our neighborhood. Before 

his plans for me were known to me, he had met and talked with 

my parents to persuade them to let him help me to study abroad 

My father in particular gave in to his sugar-coated persuasive talk 

and the process began. 

      Few days after meeting with Mr Davies, my father called me 

to his sitting room where my mother had set down to await the 

beginning of the family meeting. "Koye, I want you to study 

abroad. It is good that you have been offered admission into a 

university here but I think you should travel abroad to study" I 

shifted on my seat and sat very well probably to hear correctly 

what my father was saying. Before I could say anything, my 

mother interrupted: "There won't be any problem about that. 

Your father had discussed the plans with Mr Davies who had 

assured the two of us that he would assist to make it work out. In 

fact, It was Mr Davies' idea since he knows your brilliant 
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performance in your examinations." I sat well on the chair and 

was almost lost in my thought. Then I came around and asked: 

"Do you think this will be possible? Where will the money come 

from or Mr Davies will assist for free?" All I could get as answers 

to my questions was that they had considered everything and 

had come to the conclusion that studying abroad was the best 

for me. 

      At first, I was thrilled by this sudden change in fortune. "So I 

would have the opportunity to study abroad!" I sometimes 

uttered to myself. For the time being, I disregarded the admission 

offered to study here in Nigeria and longed for when I would 

travel abroad. Mr Davies helped me to secure admission into a 

university in America though I knew that with my good result, 

that would not be a problem. The other processes should follow 

and my parents struggled so hard to get money to pay for each 

of the processes. 

      I became worried after eight months into the plans and 

nothing positive came from Mr Davies. When it was one year 

after admission had been given to me and our plan to travel 

abroad fell through, I went to the university that gave me 

admission to see if I could resume schooling there but I was 

turned down. If I still had interest in the university, I should write 

another examination the following year. Everything stood at a 

standstill. I was disappointed and furious at the same time. When 

I got home, I made my feelings known to my parents who only 

worsened my situation by telling me that about two million Naira 

had been collected by Mr Davies and he was at large. This news 

multiplied my woes and with bile in my mouth, I said to my 

parents: "You made me  forfeit my already obtained university 
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admission. If I had insisted that I didn't want your plan, you would 

have called me a disobedient son. You can see now that "a bird in 

hand is worth two in the bush." 
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6.  Read the following passage carefully and answer the 

questions on it. 

  

      The crowd was massive. Men, women, boys and girls from 

every nook and cranny of the village had gathered under the 

big iroko tree. Also in the crowd was an American couple, 

tourists, who were enjoying their holiday. At the centre of the 

large circle of people was the magician who had the reputation 

of performing unbelievable feats. Everybody was impressed 

with the feats which went along with the hilarious drumming. 

      Then came the next item. The magician's three aides each 

took out a local gun while the magician danced even wilder. 

The gun-totting aides took up position in three different 

corners. The drumming became more frenzied and the 

magician performed more acrobatics. The people were not to 

wonder for long what the guns had to do with the whole show. 

One after the other, the aides aimed at the magician while 

he steadied himself to receive the shots. Each gun boomed with 

a loud report and the magician jumped up in celebration of his 

survival. The three shots seemingly got to him but he simply 

laughed to scorn the shooters. 

https://myschool.ng/classroom/english-language/50443?exam_type=waec&exam_year=2018&page=28
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      The American tourist was more than mystified. He could not 

explain it. How could a man receive bullet shots in his chest and 

still remain unscathed? In disbelief he shouted " This is amazing 

can't be explained But wait a minute. I II join the show myself." 

There and then, he went to his car took out his riffle and 

returned to the crowd "I'm gonna get this guy!" he proclaimed. 

      He took aim. The magician saw him out of the corner of his 

eye. He surveyed the scenario and decided that he was not 

prepared for this. Quickly, he showed a clean pair of heels. 

Tearing through the crowd he ran for dear life. Some thought 

this was still part of the show. but when the man would not 

return it was clear that he had bidden the audience a hasty 

farewell. 

      What the American and most others did not realise all the 

time was that the local guns had no bullets whatsoever only the 

gunpowder. 

(a) What suggests that the show was free? 

(b) What evidence is there that the performance was not a one-

man show? 

(c) Why was the magician confident to receive the shots from 

his aides? 

(d) What did the American tourist set out to prove? 

(e) What might have happened if the American had completed 

his contemplated action? 
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(f) ....he showed a clean pair of heels. What does this expression 

mean? 

(g) ... which went along with the hilarious drumming. 

(i) What is the grammatical name given to this expression as it 

is used in the passage? 

(ii) What is its function? 

(h) For each of the following words, find another word or 

phrase which means the same and which can replace it as it is 

used in the passage. (i) feats (ii) aides 1 (iii) steadied (iv) 

mystified (v) unscathed (vi) hasty 

Solution & Explanation: 

(a). The fact is that it took place in the open/under the big iroko 

tree. 

(b) The evidence is that apart from the magician, there were 

drummers and the magician's three aides. 

(c) This is because he knew that there were no bullets in the guns 

(d) He set out to prove that the magician was not bullet-proof 

after all. 

(e) The magician might have died 

(f) It means that the man ran away. 

g) (i) Relative/adjectival clause (ii) It qualifies/modifies (the noun) 

"feats". 
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(h) (i) feats — stunts, acts, tricks. (ii) aides — assistants, helpers, 

supporters. 

(iii) steadied — stabilised, positioned, braced, readied, balanced, 

prepared 

(iv) mystified — puzzled, baffled, perplexed, astonished, stupefied, 

bewildered, bemused 

(v) unscathed — unharmed, unhurt, uninjured, safe (vi) hasty — 

quick, speedy, hurried, rushed. 

 

7. Read the following passage carefully and answer the 

question on it. 

  

      Drug abuse is a menace in many countries The continued 

abuse of drugs usually leads to addiction. This problem is more 

common among youths The drugs that can be abused vary from 

prescribed medication to more controlled substances. Alcohol 

cigarette and controlled substances such as cocaine heroin, 

methamphetamine and so on are addictive drugs that are often 

used by many young people They can be smoked, swallowed, 

inhaled or injected into the bloodstream. 

      There are numerous adverse medical and psychological 

consequences associated with drug addiction Individuals have 

been known to suffer irreversible damage from the abuse of 
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drugs. It can affect the central nervous system as well as cause 

memory loss, brain damage and depression. 

      Drug addicts may display psychotic behaviours, mood swings 

and may be predisposed to irascible decision making. They are 

also likely to suffer general health problems related to the lungs, 

heart and kidneys. In fact, the adverse behavioural and physical 

effects of drug addiction on the individual are enormous. 

      Apart from the problems for the individual the families of drug 

addicts are not spared Since addicts are usually incapable of 

functioning as 'normal' members of the society they abuse their 

families. They are prone to abusing spouses and children. There 

have been reports of children harming their parents because the 

latter did not give them money to buy drugs. Drugs addicts may 

eventually require expensive treatment and rehabilitation. These 

have huge cost implications that put a lot of pressure on the 

family budget. In addition their families face stigmatization in 

their communities. 

      The society at large also suffers. Drug addicts are more likely 

to be involved in criminal activities than people who are not. 

Many of the heinous crimes reported have been attributed to 

drug addiction. The abuse of alcohol is one of the reasons for the 

increasing number of road accidents. An increase in crime rate 

forces the government to commit huge resources to fighting 

crime resources that could have been used to provide more social 

amenities. Moreover, most criminal gangs are formed and thrive 

on money from drugs. Although the addicts have made the drug 

trade seemingly attractive and profitable no one should promote 

it. 
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      Regardless of the apparently insurmountable nature of the 

problems associated with drug addiction some measures could be 

taken to curb this menace People need to be more educated on 

the effects of addiction on themselves and their families. Children 

must be taught in schools and at home the need to stay away 

from drugs. The law-enforcement agencies should also be better 

empowered and resourced to apprehend dealers in order to 

curtail the availability of drugs in circulation. Another step is to 

ensure that drug addicts receive early treatment. Such treatment 

should be based on the specific drug the individual is addicted to. 

While it may appear impossible to eliminate the problems of 

addiction, relentless efforts in taking the steps above will help to 

weaken the grip of drug abuse on our society 

(a) In three sentences, one for each state three categories of 

people that are affected by drug addiction and what they suffer. 

(b) In three sentences one for each, identify three ways to combat 

drug addiction in the society. 

Solution & Explanation: 

 

(a) (i) The individual suffers from medical and psychological 

problems (ii) The families of drug addicts suffer abuse, financial 

loss and stigmatisation (iii) The society suffers increased crime 

rate and accidents; deprivation of more social amenities. 

(b) (i) People should be (more) educated on the (negative) effects 

of drug addiction (ii) Law enforcement agencies should be 

empowered and equipped to arrest drug dealers. (iii) Early 

treatment should be provided for addicts. 
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